
Proposal from Dorney Parish Council to Buckinghamshire Council to 
change the  Speed Limit on unfenced roads crossing Dorney 
Common, given the special nature of these roads and national 
precedents. 
Proposal from Dorney Parish Council: Based on the carefully 
considered precedents throughout the country, which appear to have 
assisted in reducing animal related deaths on unfenced roads, see below, 
we propose that Buckinghamshire Council take the necessary special 
legislative actions in order to change the speed limit on roads crossing 
Dorney Common (Common Road – B3026, Boveney Road and Lock 
Path) from 60mph to 40mph, as was done by Hampshire Council in 1990, 
Devon County Council and in 2015 by the London Borough of Richmond. 
This to be done at no cost to Dorney Parish Council. 

In addition, as was confirmed by the Department for Transport on 24 
November 2015 (see Appendix A) for the New Forest, to request the 
Department of Transport to approve the necessary “Dorney Common 
40mph” signs and yellow or white 40mph roundels for the roads. These to 
be installed at a shared cost with Dorney Parish Council. 

Background: 
Dorney Common: Dorney Common is common land and is crossed by the B3026 
(Common Road, Boveney Road and Lock Path). Commonable cattle are permitted to 
graze on this land since 1637, possibly earlier. These commonable cattle have right 
of way on the roads crossing Dorney Common. There exist around 200 possible 
cattle grazing rights for the Common. There also exist horses and sheep rights but, 
currently, they are not used. 

Common Land now accounts for 3% of England, but this includes large tracts of the 
country’s  most well-loved and ecologically rich landscapes including Dartmoor, the 
Lake District, Yorkshire Dales, the New Forest, the Shropshire Hills and Dorney 
Common. 

Regrettably, cattle have been killed and injured on Dorney Common since the motor 
car arrived in the early 1900s. Many suggestions on how this might be avoided have 
been examined and rejected over the years by Buckinghamshire Council, Thames 
Valley Police, Dorney Parish Council and the Dorney Commoners Management 
Committee. Fencing the Common, deep ditches alongside the roads, reflective head 
collars and corralling the cattle every night have all been examined and rejected. 

The records show that XX cattle have been killed or seriously injured by vehicles on 
Dorney Common roads over the past YY years. These collisions often also cause 
injury to drivers and passengers, as well as severely damaging the vehicles. They 
usually occur at night. The sight of a seriously injured calf is extremely harrowing. 



The speed limit across Dorney Common is, currently, the national speed limit for this 
type of road – 60mph. In a recent parish survey 78% of residents confirmed that they 
would like the speed limit over Dorney Common be reduced.

As can be seen below, in other similar situations where animals roam across 
unfenced roads (Dartmoor, the New Forest and Richmond Park), the authorities 
have recognised that these areas require special laws to protect people and animals. 
In all cases they have determined that a speed limit between 20mph and 40mph 
would be sensible. It is reported that the implementation of a 40mph limit, with 
suitable additional signage, in the New Forest reduced animal related accidents. 

National Precedents 

Dartmoor National Park: Dartmoor National Park has a combination of national 
speed limits and local regulations. The majority of roads within Dartmoor are subject 
to the national speed limits for the type of road (e.g., 30 mph in built-up areas, 60 
mph on single carriageways, and 70 mph on dual carriageways and motorways). 
However, certain unfenced roads and areas within Dartmoor have lower speed limits 
(30mph and 40mph) due to safety concerns related to animal deaths.  

New Forest: In the New Forest during the 1990s, there were introduced specific 
speed limits in place to protect the free-roaming animals and promote road safety. 
The New Forest has a unique status in terms of road regulations due to its common 
land and the presence of animals like ponies, cattle, and deer. Speed limits were 
typically reduced on many roads within the New Forest to prevent accidents 
involving animals and to ensure the safety of both drivers and the animals. These 
are 40 mph (or lower) speed limits on various unfenced roads within the New Forest. 
This has had the most significant effect on reducing animal deaths, with annual 
accident statistics being slashed compared to pre-40 mph limit years. This has been 
assisted with yellow 40mph roundels on the roads and larger signage at the entry 
points. 

Richmond Park: Richmond Park, in London, has strict speed limits to ensure the 
safety of the park's wildlife. In 2015, the speed limit was reduced to 20 mph on all 
roads within the park to protect the deer population and enhance safety for park 
visitors. 






























